The name of the project: My story, my fairy-tale

The author of the project: Mgr.Ľubica Gabajová

Tasks for students:

Project settings: Do you like fairy-tales? Surely, you do. But do you know how is a book published? Perhaps you heard about writers, illustrators, printers and editors – a team of people who work on the same object – your book.

We are going to change our classroom to a press (a publishing house). All of us will be writers, illustrators, printers, editors, publishers and booksellers. We are going to make our own book and print it out or save on CD-ROM. 

Possible tasks: 

1. Prepare pictures for your story. Think out your own fairy tale or use any of those you know.

2. Create a book cover (or a CD cover).

3. Ask your teacher to take a picture of you with a digital camera. You can also bring your photo from home and ask the teacher to scan it. We´ ll place it on the back cover.

4. Advertise your book either by e-mail or SMS to your friends.

Additional:

5. Send the program on the website.

Teacher´s version:

 Age: 7 – 10 years

The aim of the project: Creating a book or recording a fairy tale on a CD. Introducing the press terminology: a writer, an illustrator, a publisher, a dealler(seller) and duties or skills related to these proffesions

Interrelated subjects: native language, Arts,

Necessary input knowledge:  Baltie – Building a scene, text editor- formatting, copying (using the Clipboard)

Final abbilities: 

orientation on the screen, a mouse click/doubleclick, pulling; scanning with the help of teacher; Baltie – Novice level of  programming mode, sounds recording (teacher´s work),

Clipboard´s applications

sending e-mails and SMS

Recommended softwear: Baltie, Wordpad (or Word)

The guidance for the project: 

1 – 3 lesson

TASK 1: Building the fairy- tale scenes. 
Review a Building a scene mode in Baltie. Discuss the theme with your students. Tell them to think up the whole story. It´s important to know the story from the beginning to the end.

Clever pupils make up their own story, the others use some classic fairy tale ( The Little Red Ridding Hood, Cinderella,..) and perhaps change its end a bit.The story should consists of no more than 4 scenes. (In fact, it´s ideal to prepare the story in advance and write it down during a Reading lesson.)

If you want to ease the work as for saving and inserting scenes into a final program – download it here (shows the story with sounds).

In a Building a scene mode open new scenes and save them when finished. Do the same with sounds.

Conclusion:

This task supports creativity and imagination.

4 lesson

TASK 2: Creating a CD front cover 

Motivation:

When buying a book we are usually attracted by its cover – colours, interesting letters, nice picture. Let´s make such a nice and attractive cover for our books(CDs).

Contents: 

The front cover  should include the heading, the author´s name and a picture.

Children can use any text editor with option of size, type and colour of font. 

Self-activity: 

Children use the text editor Word Pad (or Word).Before starting make sure they are familiar with writing in the text editor, font centring, colouring. If not start with preparatory exercises. Then let them work on their own.

Conclusion: 

At the end of this lesson each child saves its front cover.This supports creative Art.

5 Lesson

Task 3:

Creating the back cover.

The back cover of books for children is usually full of pictures . On the adults book back cover  you find information about the author and the author´s photograph. Let´s prepare a similar cover including author´s photograph, name, age, where does he/she live, something about his/her friends and hobbies.

Self-activity:

Children write a simple text about themselves in the text editor. Encourage them to use different colours, size, shapes. Help them to scan their photo.   

Conclusion: At the end of this lesson children have ready their back cover. There is a wide range of possibilities how to realize this project.

TASK 4:

Advertise your book to your friends via e-mail or SMS.

Motivation:

Authors are delighted with their new product. They want to tell their friends abut it and to hear their comments. We do the same via e-mail or SMS.

Self-activity:

We suppose that sending e-mails and SMS was introduced to your pupils in preparatory tasks.

Now let them send information about their book to their classmates including an invitation to a public reading.

Conclusion:

Pupils send each other an e-mail (SMS) invitation.

Project evaluation:

Pupils introduce their own CD-ROM with their original fairy-tale. It can be done either in class or at the parents meeting. The CD-ROM is an ideal gift for parents or friends.They also can sell it for a symbolic price.

